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preternaturally pious Virginia, who at the age
of twelve often feigns sickness in order to

. . . fleen the companye
Wher lykly was to treten of folye,1
As is at f esteSj revels, and at daunces, . ,

Indeed the whole of the Phisidens Tale seems
curiously cold and lifeless. There is a touch
of nature at the end where the child, forgetting
her piety, flings her arms round her father's
neck, and asks if there is no remedy, and again
where she begs him to smite softly, but these
are not enough to atone for the perfunctoriness
of the rest. The story is too essentially tragic
for the barest narration of it not to make some
appeal to us, but it is impossible not to feel
that Chaucer was either hurried or working
against the grain when he wrote his version.

The Seconde Nonnes Tale contains even less
of human interest. Cecilia is neither more
nor less than the mouthpiece of the Christian
religion, and the miracles that she works
and the sermons that she preaches leave the
reader unmoved. The music of the verse has
a charm of its own, and Chaucer's most left-
handed work is yet the work of a genius, but
a comparison of Cecilia with Constance soon

1 Where there was likely to be foolish behaviour.